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Statement of purpose

The objective I’ve been pursuing since my Baccalaureat is to work in the field of Industrial Engineering and I’m therefore applying for graduate studies in the United States of America as it offers the best education in the field I’m interested in and as it would perfectly complete my international curriculum.

Before my Baccalaureat, I lived for 3 to 5 years in numerous countries due to my parents demanding jobs. Living in Brussels, Paris, Casablanca and Agadir enabled me to understand our world from different points of view and widened my horizons. As a result, I now consider that I am truly multilingual, mastering 4 languages: an asset to my future professional career. This very special perception of international specificities has always helped me to adapt to different situations. For example, last summer I spent 2 months in Japan developing my language skills and continued with a 5-week internship in the Hitachi Company. It was by far the most baffling experience I have ever had but I thoroughly enjoyed it. I was lucky to be given the opportunity to discover an array of departments within the Hitachi organisation.
After having passed the Baccalaureat (majors Mathematics, Physics and Biology) with the highest honours, my first two years as an undergraduate were spent in “classes préparatoires” where I kept studying Mathematics, Physics and Industrial Design at a very high level. These demanding years allowed me to succeed in the competitive nationwide exams from which only the 3 first percents out of 10,000 may enter Ecole Centrale Paris.

With a strong background in an array of fields, I have managed to keep up a very high ranking at the Ecole Centrale Paris. Besides the academic challenges that courses at the Ecole Centrale Paris represent, another demanding aspect of my time at Ecole Centrale Paris has been my role as the Treasurer of the Students Body Association: I was in charge of the financial management of the association which meant dealing with a turnover of € 500,000, as well as managing a team of 9 treasurers who were each in charge of a pole. Moreover I was part of a major student project in the school. This project was a fund raising program, during which some students are required to contact the partner companies of the Ecole Centrale Paris, and encourage them to financially support the school. I first began as a member of a team of 20 students and we had to call target companies to raise funds. For the 2006-2007 year, I have been managing this team. This led me to develop my managing skills.
Yet, my focus has been going toward Industrial Engineering for some time now. With this great interest I opted to undertake a study on the manufacturing of a halogen lamp under the supervision of Jean-Claude Bocquet, head of the department of Industrial Engineering. Although this was only an academic project, I could imagine such an experience further on in my professional life. The business game I attended in November 2006 helped me to widen my perception of the organisation of businesses. It was time consuming and demanding but thoroughly fulfilling as learning experience.
During my whole student life, I showed great interest in Industrial Engineering and I think that completing my education in a renowned American university such as Cornell would be greatly fulfilling and the prefect ultimate step in my international curriculum. My educational project is first of all to complete my Master of Engineering and right after come back to Belgium to work probably in Manufacturing because Brussels is really the place where I feel the most at home.

I do hope that my qualification and background as well as my education project are found suitable for the Fulbright fellowship. I look forward to hearing from you soon.
